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General Statement

ÅStudies have indicated that a large 

percentage of illnesses in buildings are 

related to allergies.

ÅA large percentage of those illnesses can be 

related to the cleaning chemicals used in 

those buildings.



VOC Volatile Organic Compound

VOCs are emitted from solvents as gases from certain solids or 
liquids.

Concentrations of many VOCs are consistently higher indoors 
(up to ten times higher) than outdoors. 

VOCs are emitted by a wide array of products numbering in the 
thousands. 

Can contribute to the ñGreen House Effectò.



Examples of products that have high levels of VOCs include: 

Åpaints and lacquers

Åcleaning chemicals

Åpesticides

Åbuilding materials and furnishings

Åoffice equipment such as copiers and printers

Åcorrection fluids and carbonless copy paper

Ågraphics and craft materials including glues and adhesives

Åpermanent markers

Åand photographic solutions



Endocrine System

ÅA major body regulating system in humans and other 

vertebrates responsible for growth, sexual development, and 

reproduction.

ÅThe endocrine system consists of a variety of organs called 

endocrine glands that secrete hormones into the 

bloodstream.

ÅThe human endocrine glands include the testicles, ovaries, 

pancreas, adrenal glands, thyroid, as well as others.



Endocrine Disruptor

Chemicals that interferes with the normal functioning of the 

endocrine system. It can do this by acting like a hormone 

itself, by counteracting the effects of natural hormones, by 

altering the creation and destruction of natural hormones, or 

by interfering with hormone receptors.

The majority of the more than 2,000 chemicals that come onto 

the market every year do not go through even the simplest 

tests to determine toxicity. Even when some tests are carried 

out, they do not assess whether or not a chemical has 

endocrine interfering properties.

(Alkylphenol Ethoxylates, or APEôs)



Examples of products that are of concern

Formula 409 Fantastik

Windex Floor Strippers

Glass Cleaners General Purpose Cleaners

Degreasers Simple Green

(This list excludes Coastwide products)



II. INGREDIENT INFORMATION, (Simple Green)

The only ingredient of Simple Green® with established 
exposure limits is undiluted 2-butoxyethanol (<6%) (Butyl 
Cellosolve; CAS No. 111-76-2): the OSHA PEL and ACGIH TLV 
is 25 ppm (skin). 

Note, however, that Butyl Cellosolve is only one of the raw material 
ingredients that undergo processing and dilution during the 
manufacture of Simple Green®. Upon completion of the 
manufacturing process, Simple Green® does not possess the 
occupational health risks associated with exposure to undiluted 
Butyl Cellosolve. Verification of this is contained in the independent 
test results detailed under ñToxicological Informationò on Page 3 of 
this MSDS. The Butyl Cellosolve in Simple Green® is part of a 
chemical category (glycol ethers) regulated by the Emergency 
Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (SARA, Title III, 
section 313); therefore, a reporting requirement exists. 


