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Visions of sustainable schools A lively group of 70 
community members - school officials, teachers, parents, 
students, government leaders, business owners, and more 
- showed up at Newport high School Tuesday night to 
participate in a forum about the Sustainable Oregon 

Schools Initiative (SOSI). The voluntary program aims to 
put Oregon schools at the leading edge of environmental 
stewardship and sustainability. SOSI Coordinator Lori 
Porter Stole, left, chats with Oregon's Secretary of State 
Bill Bradbury, right, who served as keynote speaker. Other 
speakers included Oceanlake Elementary Principal Jack 
Nickerson, Siuslaw Middle School teacher Jim Grano, 
fisherman Jeff Fledner, Wayne Hoffman from the Mid-Coast 
Watersheds Council, and former Lincoln County school 
administrator Pat Cowan, who urged them to "work at 
sustaining the sustainability." Audience participated in 
group discussions at the end of the forum to glean more 

ideas. (Photos by Terry Dillman) 
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